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Summary

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) proposes to improve the Los Osos Valley

Road/US 101 interchange in the City and County of San Luis Obispo. The project would correct

operational deficiencies and improve safety by widening the Los Osos Valley Road overcrossing

and an adjacent bridge crossing San Luis Obispo Creek. The project could also potentially

relocate and reconfigure the freeway ramps, depending on the alternative chosen.

Two build alternatives—Alternative 3 and Alternative 6—and a No-Build Alternative are being

considered. The estimated construction cost of the build alternatives ranges from $20 million to

$29 million.

The build alternatives differ in the method used to provide additional travel lanes on Los Osos

Valley Road at the US 101 overcrossing. Alternative 3 would use the existing structure to carry

the westbound lanes and would construct a separate but adjacent overcrossing structure to carry

the eastbound lanes. Alternative 6 would replace the existing structure with a new, wider structure

that would accommodate both the westbound and eastbound lanes. Other differences include type

and location of the southbound on- and off-ramps and the configuration of the northbound on-

and off-ramp intersection with Los Osos Valley Road.

Below is a summary of the major potential environmental impacts, both beneficial and adverse,

for the project. At the end is a table showing the impacts for each alternative.

Impacts to Biological Resources
Sensitive biological resources within the project area include anadromous fish and the California

red-legged frog. Both Prefumo and San Luis Obispo creeks contain habitat suitable for the

southwestern pond turtle, southern steelhead trout, the California red-legged frog, and the two-

striped garter snake. Froom Creek may also provide habitat for sensitive aquatic species during

the wet season. The vegetation existing within both riparian (streamside) corridors provides

habitat for nesting birds, including Cooper’s hawk, the northern harrier, the white-tailed kite, the

western burrowing owl, and other migratory birds and raptors. The existing rangeland extending

into the hillsides west of US 101 presents suitable habitat for the burrowing owl. Implementation

of the proposed project may result in potentially substantial impacts to these species during the

construction phase of the project, including temporary loss of habitat, degradation from increased

creek turbidity and the potential for fuel or oil spills, and increased human activity within habitat

areas.

Rectifying existing hydrologic conditions is intended to improve the in-stream channel

conditions. To avoid sediment discharge into the channel during removal of piles and from

construction of bridge abutments and piles, temporary sedimentation and erosion control

mitigation measures would be required during construction.


